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B etty Jean (Erickson) Skanes

11/29/1929 – 11/20/2014

Betty Skanes, a woman of unique style and a sweet spirit, was born in Tacoma to Eric Leonard

and Cora Erickson and married her Lincoln High School sweetheart, “Dreamboat” Robert (Bob)
Skanes in June 1949. Bob and Betty lived on A Street for 50 years, giving their family deep
connections in the community. While raising four children, Betty was a Cub Scout leader, advisor

to the Buck & Doe Juniors, active member of the Paul Bunyan Sportsmen’s Club Auxiliary, and
Washington State representative to the National Wildlife Federation. She earned the Outstanding

Sportsman of the year for the Pierce County Sportsmen’s Council and the Stevenson/Weisfield’s
Award as Outstanding Sportsman of the year for the Washington State Sportsman’s Council.
Betty was an officer of the Pierce County Sportsmen’s Council, sending out newsletters for over

40 years and playing a crucial role in the Council’s decision to assume responsibility for and
maintain funding for the Youth Conservation Camps. Thanks to her efforts hundreds of campers
sponsored by the local clubs received scholarships and a personal letter at camp.

Bob and Betty were also active in the A Street Alliance and Eastside Neighborhood Council. Betty
later became a volunteer at the Washington State History Museum.

Betty was preceded in death by her husband, Bob, and her brothers Darel and Evan. She leaves
behind a brother, Leslie Erickson, and a family deeply impacted by the example of her life:
daughters Penny (Bob) Larkins and Connie (Dan) Janiga and sons Dennis (Michele) Skanes and

Derek (Tamara) Skanes; grandchildren James (Tara) Larkins, Nathan Janiga, Matthew (Erin) Janiga,
Kaitlin Skanes, Courtney Skanes, Keely Skanes and Cassandra Skanes; great grandchildren Jarek,

June and Kate.

The vibrancy of her life made the last few years of fading awareness sad for everyone who knew
and loved her. A celebration of her life will be held Sunday, December 7, at 11:00am in Mountain

View Funeral Home’s Aspen Chapel. Memorial donations may be made to the Pierce County
Sportsmen’s Council – Youth Camp, 10317 – 61st Ave. E, Puyallup, WA 98373.

Everyone is encouraged to wear something sparkly or feathered in her spirit.
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Funeral Service

Aspen Chapel

Mt. View Funeral Home and Memorial Park,

Lakewood WA 98499

Reception

Willow Room - Celebration of Life Building on the

grounds of Mountain View Memorial Park

4100 Steilacoom Blvd SW, LAKEWOOD WA 98499
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Sunday, December 7, 2014

11:00 AM PT

Sunday, December 7, 2014

12:00 PM PT
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Tribute Wall Betty J. Skanes
NOV  29, 1929 - NOV  20, 2014

SG Sue Chase Grote posted:

I grew up across the street from the Skane family. When Betty came over to our house she would

settle in, unsnap her bra and fall asleep. She was more than a neighbor she was a friend. Thanks to

you my sister and I were able to go to camp. Thank you for making that happen. I love you Betty! Sue

Chase GroteMom and dad will miss your smile and giggles.

December 7 at 9:49 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Betty by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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